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and there is no reason that a similar improvement should not be
made at St. Luke’s, where the utter inadequacy of the airing
ground renders in-door occupation particularly essential. The
Commissioners in Lunacy declare that the present site of this
hospital is most objectionable, and express a hope that successful
efforts may be made by the governors to remove it to the suburbs
of London. They also state that the confinement of criminal
patients in lunatic asylums, of the ordinary description, as well
with reference to their safe custody and the due protection of the
public as with reference to the feeling of the general body of in-
mates with whom, when under treatment, they must be associated
there, is open to grave objection." Might not the present edifice
at Bethlem-which as I have shown elsewhere, is but ill adapted
to the treatment of patients for cure-be converted with advantage
into an asylum for criminals alone and the hospital itself be re-
moved to a greater distance from London, where, as at Hanwell,
land might be obtained for out-door employment ? Were this to be
done, and the foundations of St. Luke’s and Bethlem consolidated,
and the Lincolnshire estates of the latter released from the trust
for incurables, the utility of these hospitals would be very greatly
extended. The necessity of a foundation for incurables is now
quite superseded by the county asylums. The care of chronic
patients and the treatment of recent cases are matters wholly
distinct in their nature, and should never be united in the same
building.

I remain, sir, your obedient servant,
F. 0. MARTIN,

August, 1853. Late Commissioner of Charities.
F. O. MARTIN,

Late Commissioner of Charities.

THE CHOLERA AND ATMOSPHERIC CHANGES.

G. F. COLLIER.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-By reference to the figures for bowel-flux during the
years 1846 to 1853, inclusive, traced through the weeks of August,
your readers may easily satisfy themselves, comparing 1853
with 1848, that even now the atmosphere is entaint upon the new
condition, and that the atmospheric constitution previously exist-
ing for the development of the domestic flux malady is controlled
by such new condition, during the antagonization, just as it was
in 1848, according to the law laid down by all great authorities
on epidemics. Thus Sydenham explains that an annual epidemic
may be temporarily subdued, while a new condition of the atmo-
sphere is taking place under meteorological influences. " Nova
diathesi non utique stability et priore adhuc non confecta." 

"

You will be just kind enough to allow me to remindmy medical
brethren, that in February, 1852, I told the government and the
public that we might probably escape for 1852, but not for 1853,
for pestilence is not imported like a bale of goods, nor is it the
concoction of a day or a month. It occurs not " nisi signis prae-
currentibus," which all may understand who will study nature.

Your humble servant,
Spring-gardens, August, 1353. G. F. COLLIER.

P.S. The above is the solution of the anomalous low figure of
diarrhoea for the last six weeks. To talk of escape is utter non-
sense ; the atmospheric condition is under Asiatic meteorologic
influence, and has been so nearly three months.

Military and Nabal Intelligence.
- 59th Foot.-Assist.-surg. W. Braybroke to be surgeon, vice
Campbell, deceased.
HOSPITAL STAFF.-W. Sinclair, gent., to be assist.-surg. to

the forces, vice Braybroke, promoted to the 59th.
3rd Surrey Militia: Matthew Trollope Coleman to be surgeon.

- 1st West York Militia: Thomas Sayle to be ensign and assist.-
surg.
NAVAL APPOINTMENT.-Surgeon Robert Pottinger (1847)

to the Stromboli steamer, Portsmouth.

YELLOW FEVER.-The accounts of the progress of
yellow fever in New Orleans are truly appalling. The following
abstract of cases, taken from the hospital reports for three days,
gives a faint idea of its ravages:-

Cases. Deaths. Yellow Fever.
570 ... 218 ... 217
547 ... 318 ... 307
594 ... 288 ... 266

In addition to the above, 1482 interments took place in one
week. This desolating disease has also broken out in Cumber-
land, Baltimore, and Natchez. In the last-named place, 300
have died out of a population of 5000.

Medical News.

APOTHECARIES’ HALL.-Names of gentlemen who
passed their examination in the science and practice of medi-
cine, and received certificates to practise on

Thursday, Sept. 1st, 1853.
DADLEY, JOHN WILLIAM FARLEY, Patrington, Yorkshire.
FERGUSON, FERGUS, Bolton.
HUTCHINSON, WILLIAM JOHNSON DAWSON, Yorkshire.
JEEVES, WILLIAM YourrGE, Sharrow-Grange, Yorkshire.
KIRK, GEORGE. Middlesbro’-on-Tees.
ROBERTS, CHARLES WEST, Bristol.
THORPE, SAMUEL, Manchester.

MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.-At a meeting of
the Council held on Tuesday last, thanks having been voted
to the Rev. Thomas Bazeley, the rector of Poplar, for having
kindly preached in aid of the funds of the College, the trea-
surer reported that Dr. Kenny, of Canton, had, unsolicited,
advocated the cause of the College in that distant country,
and remitted 222 dollars, (X55 10s.,) as the result of his
praiseworthy exertions. Many of the Chinese are liberal
contributors.

MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND. - At the annual
meeting held in July, the Report for the past year was read
by the treasurer; it was adopted, and ordered to be printed.
The following officers and committee for the year were
appointed. - President: Sir James dark, Bart, F.R.S.-
Trustees : Sir Charles Hastings, M.D., D.C.L:, Dr.-George
Burrows, F.R.S., William Newnham, Esq., Joseph Toynbee,
Esq., F.R.S.- Other Members of the Committee: Edward
Ambler, Esq., John Bacot, Esq., William Bowman, Esq.,
John Churchill, Esq., Dr. John Conolly, D.C.L., G. T. Dale,
George Fincham, Esq., Sir John Forbes, M.D., D.C.L., Joseph
Hodgson, Esq., F.R.S., Thomas Hunt, Esq., John Ince, Esq.,
Dr. Bence Jones, F.R.S., J. R. Martin, Esq., F.R.S., G. Pilcher,
Esq., E. Saunders, Esq., William Self, Esq., Dr. Sibson, F.R.S.,
Henry Sterry, Esq., Dr. West, Erasmus Wilson, Esq., F.R.S.
- Treasurer and Honorary Secretary: William Newnham, Esq.
-Honorary Secretary to the Committee: Joseph Toynbee,Esq.,
F.R.S. 

_

LONDON HOSPITAL.-On the west side, a new wing
is being erected, which will comprise an anatomical theatre and
lecture rooms. Other improvements are being made, amongst
which are lofty towers and shafts, for ventilating purposes.
MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.-This institution is under-

going various alterations and many great improvements, which
will give 200 beds for inmates, exclusive of 12,000 out-patients
that are annually relieved. The medical school is enlarged: the
anatomical museum is increased, as has also been the museum
for materia medica. A library has also been added to the medical
school.

PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN.-
On Wednesday an extraordinary meeting was held in the Society’s
Rooms, Bloomsbury, when a long discussion upon the propriety.
of enforcing the by-laws, resulted in a vote of confidence in the
Council. ,

APPOINTMENT. - Mr. Charles Callaghan has been
appointed house-surgeon to the Kent County Ophthalmic Hos-
pital. 

-

QUACK ADVERTISEMENTS.-Having long felt strongly
on this subject, and often wondered to see newspapers so polluted,
admitted freely into family circles, we determined in commencing
the Weekly Advertiser, that, sink or swim, no pecuniary advan-
tage whatsoever, present or prospective, should make us par-
takers m this besetting sin of our contemporaries; and that in this,
as in all other respects, our journal should be one which fathers
and mothers might place in the hands of their children, in the
confident reliance that, from the title to the imprint, it would not
contain one line offensive to modesty or injurious to morality.
To this determination we have strictly adhered, and we need
hardly say that, being based on principle, we shall continue so to
do. We are, of course, exceedingly gratified to find that it meets
with universal approval; but we should be infinitely more pleased
to see it universally imitated. At present the offence is all but
universal amongst our brethren of the press. Some two or three
of them, to their infinite honour, exclude these announcements
altogether ; some two or three others-to their credit-endeavour
to weed and purify them so far as may be, to fit them for decent


